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SECRET ATHENS 4376 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PEPR, PLOS, EMIN, TU 

SUBJECT: TURKISH PLANS TO DRILL IN THE AEGEAN 

REE: ANKARA 3977 

1 . WE NOT WITH CONSIDERABLE INTEREST THAT DORCHESTER GAS, 

AND AMERICAN EIRM, IS SCHEDULED TO BEGIN PETROLEUM EXPLORATION 
WITH A DRILLING SHIP IN THE AEGEAN SEA NEAR IZMIR. ONCE THIS 
FACT BECOMES KNOWN IN GREECE, WE ARE VERY LIKELY TO RECEIVE 
INQUIRIES BECAUSE OF THE AMERICAN CONNECTION. THEREFORE, 

WE WOULD APPRECIATE LEARNING MORE PRECISE INFORMATION ABOUT 
THE PLANNED EXPLORATION, ESPECIALLY THE LOCATION OF THE PROPOSED 
SITES. 

2. A PRINCIPLE FACTOR IN THE CURRENT AEGEAN DISPUTE BETWEEN 
GREECE AND TURKEY TO DATE HAS BEEN THE ISSE OF JURISDICTION OVER 
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THE CONTINENTAL SHELF RATHER THANCONTROL OVER WATERS. IT WAS, OF 
COURSE, THE GOT'S GRANTING OF PETROLEUM CONCESSIONS DURING 
1973 AND 1974 WHICH IN PART LED TO THE CURRENT PHASE OE THE DISPUTE. 
WHILE THE GOG WOULD NOT NECESSARILY MAKE APUBLIC PROTEST IF 
TURKISH EXPLORATION EFFORTS ARE CONEINED ENTIRELY TO AREAS NOT 
UNDER DISPUTE, THERE WOULD LIKELY BE AN OUT CRY IN THE GREEK 
PRESS AGAINST ANY TURKISH ACTS IN THE AEGEAN. 
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3. HOWEVER, GIVEN THE EXISTING TENSION BETWEEN THE TWO 
COUNTRIES, TURKISH DRILLING IN CERTAIN PARTS OF THE AEGEAN AT 
THIS TIME COULD BE INTERPRETED AS AN ABROGATION OF PARAGRAPH 
SIX OF THE 1976 BERN AGREEMENT IN WHICH BOTH PARTIES AGREED TO 
REFRAIN FROM ANY "INITIATIVE OR ACT" WHICH MIGHT HINDER THE 
NEGOTIATIONS. MOREOVER, IF THE GOG JUDGED ITS LEGAL POSITION ON 
THE AEGEAN DISPUTE WERE IN ANY WAY JEOPARDIZED BY RENEWED 
TURKISH ACTIVITY, SUCH A DEVELOPMENT UNDOUBTEDLY WOULD PROMPT 
A STRONG OFFICIAL REACTION. BUT THIS PROTEST WOULD BE DIRECTED 
AT AN AUDIENCE MUCH WIDER THAN JUST THE U.S. CONGRESS, AND WOULD 
BE AIMED AT THE BROAD OBJECTIVE OF DEFENDING GREECE'S JURIDICIAL 
POSITION UNDER INTERNATIONAL LAW. 
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